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Guess Who!!! 
 
Which FHTMS 
teacher looked 
like this back in 
the day?   

See page 2 

On January 14 the FHTMS Geo Bee was held in 
the school library. The Geo Bee is a spelling bee 
style competition that test students’ knowledge of 
a vast array of geography facts. 24 students from 
all the school’s teams participated, with 4 
representatives per team. The competition 
narrows down the field to 10 finalists, which then 
goes through a double elimination process to two 
finalists. The finalists were Earl Aquila from 
Discovery Team and Dan Coel from Dorset 
House. After a few tough questions, Earl emerged 
as the winner. Congratulations to all the 
competitors for job well done. 
 

FHTMS Budding Artists  
Represent 

The Brattleboro Museum and Art Center celebrates 
student imagination and ingenuity through a program 
called GLASSTASTIC.  Students in grades K-6 
submit their artwork, and those chosen are lucky 
enough to have their artwork turned into glass 
sculptures by artists from throughout New England. 
The sculptures and every drawing submitted will be 
exhibited at the museum from March 9 through June 
16, 2019.  Students at FHTMS chosen to have their 
work turned into glass sculptures include: 
	
Orange	Furball	by	Blake	Truchon	will	be	
recreated	by	artist	Matt	Donaldson. 
														
Miss	Piggy	by	Sawyer	Bailey	will	be	recreated	
by	artist	Bob	Burch 
														
The	museum	received	over	1200	submissions	and	
only	19-21	are	being	made	into	sculptures,	so	it	is	
a	real	honor	for	these	students! 
 
The	reception	will	be	on	March	9th	from	11:00	
to	1:00.	
 
Congratulations Blake and Sawyer! 
 
 
 
 
 

Geo Bee Super Stars  

Humanitarian Crisis Needs Attention 
By Ayah Darwish and Anita Isufi  
 
There are 1.386 billion people living in China. About 20 
million of the people living there are Muslims. Did you 
know that Chinese Muslims your age are being sent 
into concentration camps in China? They are being 
sent to camps simply because they are practicing their 
religion. Chinese guards are following Muslims 
everywhere, watching everything they do. Children are 
taken away from their families, taken into orphanages, 
being brainwashed, abused, and forced to learn 
Chinese. Muslims have absolutely no freedom. They 
are even followed into their own houses! Muslim 
women are forced into marrying Chinese men so that 
the Muslim population would decrease. In Turkistan, 
70-80% of the civilians are gone. 800,000 Muslims are 
in these camps. They are forced to adopt Atheism and 
they are forced to spend hours chanting into their cell, 
“All hail the Chinese State!”  They are being kept in 
dark rooms with rats and mice. They are not allowed to 
be in contact with anyone from the outside world. They 
are forced to take unknown medicines, injections, and 
blood samples. They are also forced to change their 
 
Continued on page 4 

 



 
 
Congratulations 
 
The following FHTMS choral students have been 
chosen to represent our school in the District 
Music Festival being held at Essex Middle 
School: 
  
Sophia Bouffard 
Maeve Collins 
Jenaya Flanders 
Beatrice Fogarty 
Amelie Ingadottir-May 
Braden Paquin 
Kayla Tashiro 
  
Good Luck! 

 
 
  

 
 

Guess Who?   
It’s Ms. Ainsley 
 
Favorite	food:		Fresh egg rolls 
	
Favorite	sport:		Horseback riding 
	
Favorite	Movie:		Shakespeare in Love 
		
Favorite	Holiday:		Easter - for the bunnies and 
eggs 
		
Favorite	App:		Scan Me 
	
Hidden	Talent:		Opera singer 
	
What	wanted	to	be	when	grew	up:		Concert 
pianist 
	
Middle	School	You	Attended:		Amity Regional 
Junior High School in Connecticut 
 

 
Sewage Leak In Lake Champlain:  Things You May Not Know!!! 

 
By: Savanna Ploof 

 
I chose to write about something that bothers me, and that is the Lake Champlain sewage leak. 
There is too much sewage going into Lake Champlain. It was so bad this fall that even after 
they were supposedly done cleaning it up, when the 6th graders went to Red Rocks Park for a 
field trip in the fall, they would not even let us put our feet in the water because it was too 
dangerous. 
 
The sewage leak was caused by a damaged computer system that was a result of a thunder 
system.  The system is 25 years old and they wanted it upgraded by December 1st.  The main 
thing that might get in their way is rain. 
 
At first 1.8 million gallons of sewage were dumped into Lake Champlain. Then 3 million gallons 
were dumped in there because of the 25-year-old system. I figured out that was equal to 4,932 
gallons a day (1,800,000 divided by 365 = 4931.50684932).  That’s a lot of sewage. 
 
There are other things that are polluting Lake Champlain. I think if we want to keep Lake 
Champlain clean, we all need to help. I suggest that we put the trash in the trash, and the 
recycling in the recycling.  This could help keep the environment clean, including our lakes.      
 
 



  

 
 
 
                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discovery Team News 
By Trent Biaza 
 
The Discovery Team has a handful of events coming up 
in the next few months. 
 
Spirit Days:  
On January 25th, the Discovery Team has an Athletic 
Day.  On this day, students will dress up as their 
favorite athletic team. The next Spirit Day takes place 
on February 22nd. The event is a PJ Day! Roll out of 
bed and get right on the bus.  We will watch a movie 
and relax in our PJ’s all day!  
 
The following Spirit Day takes place on March 14th.  
This will be Wacky Clothes Day.  Dress up in wacky 
colors, wacky styles, and wear a wacky personality!  
 
Mr. Uhl Day will take place on April 15 which is also the 
start of an entire week of Spirit Days. On this day we 
will celebrate our loving ELA teacher!  
 
On April 16 our spirit activity will organized by TA.  
Every TA will have a color and it will be the job of 
students to wear it! On April 17th, Crazy Hair and Wig 
Day will take place.  Dye your hair, spray your hair, or 
put on a wig, all to be the craziest of them all!  
 
On April 18th we will have TV Characters Day.  On this 
day we will dress as all of our favorite characters.  
Whether it be Fred Flintstone or Spongebob 
Squarepants, it will be a fun day for everyone!  
 
On the last day of the April spirit week, TAs will 
“Choose A Theme” Day.  Every TA on Discovery will 
choose a theme.  Everyone in the TA should 
participate. Our last Spirit Day should take place on 
May 10th by the name of, TROPICAL DAY.  This will be 
a full day of water and fun. Everyone should come in 
their favorite water clothes.  
 
Upcoming Field Trips:  
The Discovery Team will be going Ice Skating on 
February 1st from 12:40 - 2:40. Dress up in warm 
clothes so you can truly enjoy the experience. The 
Discovery Team will also be going to The Great 
Escape! The date has not yet been decided. 
 
Finally, the Discovery Team is hosting the Valentine's 
Day Social.  This will be a semi-formal, so dress up in 
your nice clothes. Have fun dancing, playing in the gym, 
and enjoying refreshments. We will be having a 
knockout competition and a raffle. Compete to win 
prizes! We hope to see you all there! 

Book Review:  11 Before 12  
by Lisa Greenwald 
 
Reviewed by Mairi Gabel 
 
     Ari and Kaylan are about to enter Middle 
School. Kaylan has extreme anxiety about 
starting school, making new friends, changing 
classrooms and finding friends at lunch 
time.  But Ari, or Arianna as she is insisting on 
being called now, on the other hand, seems laid 
back and calm about everything. Kaylan decides 
to make a list of things to do before their 12th 
birthday. “Kiss a boy, get a guy friend, get 
detention, highlight our hair”-All of which need 
to be done before November 12, Ari’s birthday. 
Kaylan thinks that if they don’t complete the 
list, something terrible will happen. 
Unfortunately, in the first few weeks of school 
starting, Ari and Kaylan get in a fight. Will they 
be able to continue their list together or are 
they doomed? 
 

Ms. Greenwald 
captured the 
bond between 
best friends, a 
hard thing to do. 
Throughout her 
book, she shows 
that no matter 
what happens, 
best friends 
stick together 
and are always 
there for each 
other. There is a 
lot of drama in 
the book, which 
 

Is a little hard to keep track of. Still, the 
book is written well, the exact way someone 
this age would speak! Both characters speak 
to their parents the way most eleven-year-
olds do! If you enjoy books about starting 
middle school, want to prepare for middle 
school, or just feel like reading a good book, 
this book is for you! My only real criticism 
would be that there isn’t a book about them 
starting high school. Yet. 
 
 



 
  

By Jesse Poor 

Ten Thousand Skies Above You by Claudia Gray 
 
Reviewed by Sophie Smith 
  
The Caine family has a great discovery…….dimension travel. Marguerite Caine sets off on an adventure to 
find a cure for a dimension-travel-enhancer drug whose after effects might be fatal to Theo, Marguerite’s 
friend. Marguerite must retrieve the splinters of Paul’s soul which were destroyed by the Wyatt colony 
who is the mastermind of all the evil plans the triadverse has for the universe. The undenying romance 
between Paul and Marguerite might be all they have to save the universe. Can Marguerite do it by 
herself, or does she need the help of friends in other universes?  
  
Gray does a great job keeping her readers on their toes while including a romantic finish. Throughout 
everything, the Caine family seems to conquer the world with their cunning brains and kind souls. 
Sometimes the detail of something might drone on, but it allows you to clearly picture the setting and 
mood of the scene. Gray also is amazing at showing the lengths people will go for their friends and 
family. I can't wait to read the next book in the series! 
 
 On the Come Up by Angie Thomas 

Reviewed by Giulia Gennari  
 
The book, On the Come Up, is about Bri and her struggling family. Bri 
has always loved rapping, but with her grades slipping and her family 
struggling with money, she wants to find anyway she can help her 
family. Meanwhile, her mom insists everything is fine. Bri is known as 
the aggressive and sassy black girl of the school. She is trying to do 
anything she can to get her and her family out of there and to a better 
life, or as she says in the book,“Get on the come up!” 

 
Angie Thomas’ writing really shows what it’s like to live in the 
projects, and the struggle of not knowing where your next meal is 
coming from. Her writing really zooms in on what it’s like to be a black 
teen in 2019. This book shows how it feels to have someone brand you 
as something or someone you’re not, and how that affects your life. 

Unstoppable by Tim Green 
Reviewed by Luc Gagnon  
 
Harrison Johnson has had an incredibly rough life with lots of bad luck. His foster parents, Mr. and Mrs. Constable, 
are abusive and he is being used as a farmhand and given the bare minimum of food to survive. But his harsh life 
comes to a close when Mr. Constable goes too far and gets what years of karma owed him. Once Harrison is rescued, 
he meets his two wonderful new foster parents, Coach and Mrs. Kelly. While he is in their care, no harm will come 
to Harrison, and he gets to live his life-long dream which was to play football. While he is under their care, 
everything is fun and games until he develops a terrible illness. Harrison is pushed beyond his limits, and if he 
perseveres, he truly will become unstoppable. 
  
The book Unstoppable is about Harrison and his inspiring story. While I was reading this book, I looked at the notes 
and learned that Tim Green has amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and his wife has also had cancer. I also learned 
he used to play for the Atlanta Falcons Star as a defensive end. After I finished this book it made me think about 
how inspiring people can be. Overall, I really liked this book. I noticed how the author must have done many 
interviews and used his life experience to write this book. I think that others will like this book if they like football 
and inspiring stories. 
 



  
Ethnicity 
By: Tiana Nash 
 
 

Everyone has ethnicity, the fact 
or state of belonging to a social group that 
has a common national or cultural tradition. 

The definition. 
 

Used in a sentence, I say I’m black 
and half Puerto Rican. 

But I am many things, due to Mom and Dad. 
 

 But to some people, 
I’m black.  

Do I not look Puerto Rican? 
Do I not sound Puerto Rican?  

 
Some questions would swirl my head.  

I used to care about people saying that I’m just 
black. 

I thought I had to prove it, so I spoke Spanish. 
Some fluently, but not all. 

 
I learned a while ago that I’m not just Half Black and 

Half Puerto Rican. 
I’m mixed 

I’m Black. I’m Hispanic. I’m African. I’m Irish. I’m 
Nigerian. 

I’m...mixed. 
  

People ask me, 
‘If you were to say one thing about yourself, what 

would you say?’  
My answer was ‘weird’. 
People would ask me, 

‘What are you?’ 
 

My answer was either a human, another  
one was an alien to joke around, 

but my other, real answer was half Black 
half Puerto Rican. 

 
Sometimes I would wonder, 

Did God bring me down here to accomplish 
something for 

him, or for me? Guess I’ll never know. 
 
 

 

My other question would be.. ‘How can I do all this?’ 
How can I move? How does my brain  

tell me what to do?  How do I breathe, and 
I know what my mom would say. 

 
In through your nose or mouth. 

But I know that my mom knows what I mean when 
asking that question.  

 
Ethnicity, the fact 

or state of belonging to a social group that 
has a common national or cultural tradition. 

The definition. 

Red	Tide	
	

By	Allie	Verchereau	
	

Manatees	are	dying	in	Florida.		Manatees	are	sea	
cows.		There	are	3	different	species.		The	Red	tide	
is	killing	these	animals.		People	found	a	1,000	
pound	manatee	on	the	shore	of	Florida.	They	are	
dying	because	of	the	Red	Tide.	The	beaches	turn	a	
dark	color	because	they	form	algae	blooms	from	
contaminated	water.	The	algae	bloom	is	called	the	
Red	Tide	because	it	is	often	the	color	of	red.	The	
algae	bloom	can	cause	breathing	problems,	as	
well	as	burning	eyes,	and	skin	irritation.	The	
animals	had	no	air	because	of	the	contamination,	
so	basically,	they	drowned.		
	
So,	to	stop	algae	blooms,	we	need	to	be	very	
careful	about	what	we	put	into	our	
waterways.		Otherwise	we	will	continue	to	hurt	
animals.	
	

	  
	

	
	

By Abby Fitzpatrick 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Top 10 Things To Do On A 
Snow Day 

 
By Ajdin Burazerovic 
 

1. Go sledding 
2. Hang Out with friends 
3. Play video games 
4. Do homework 
5. Make a snow fort 
6. Drink hot chocolate 
7. Binge watch a series 
8. Cook a special meal 
9. Ice skate 
10.  Have a snowball fight 

 
 
 
 

On a snow day you 
could also read a 
good book!  Need 
some ideas?  This 
issue is filled with 
books reviewed by 
your 7th grade 
peers.  Check them 
out! 
 

Book Review:  Save Me a Seat by Sarah 
Weeks and Gita Varadarajan 
 
Reviewed by Lili Epstein 1/7/19 
 
Save Me a Seat, by Sarah Weeks and Gita Varadarajan, is about 
two 6th grade boys, Ravi and Joe. It takes place at Albert 
Einstein Elementary School. Ravi has moved to New Jersey 
from Bangalore, India. He does not fit in at his new school, and 
no one can pronounce his name right (It's rah-VEE, not RAH-
vee)! Joe is an American kid who loves lunch, but hates school. 
He needs extra help with school work, so he goes to the 
resource room for part of each day. Both boys get made fun of 
during school. Throughout the book, both Ravi and Joe learn 
important life lessons, and become friends in the process. 
 
This book is about friendship and learning how to fit in. Ravi 
learns to not judge someone by first impressions. Joe learns to 
be open to new friends. Save Me a Seat made me think about 
how hard it is to move from another country to a new school. 
It is very realistic and could happen in real life. Something I 
liked about the book is that it was told from two different 
perspectives. I also liked that there was a glossary in the back 
for words that were in a different language or were hard to 
understand. What I disliked about this book was that it was 
sometimes confusing. However, I still wish there was a sequel, 
because I really liked it. I would recommend this book to 
people who like realistic fiction. 
 
 
Mortal Engines, by Philip Reeve 
Reviewed by Amelie Ingadottir-May 
 
     A Londoner’s greatest fear is being left on the Out-
Country, the bare Earth. About 1,000 years from now, on 
the continent formerly known as Europe, now known as 
the Hunting Ground, Tom is abandoned. He is left in 
Traction City, London with his new, vicious companion, 
Hester Shaw, a scar-faced girl who is noticeably 
reluctant of Tom’s company. But if they want to find and 
board London before Stalkers find them first, they will 
need no small amount of teamwork. If Hester is correct, 
London is planning something disastrous, and the Earth 
could be at stake. Will the Londoner and assassin make it 
to London in time? 
 
     Philip Reeve is a very practical and descriptive 
writer. He perfectly captures the humanity and emotion 
in his characters, the confusing nature of people, and 
the changing perspectives between characters. Some of 
his descriptions can be a bit technical and hard to 
picture, but capture the essence of the moment. Funny 
and frightening, realistic and phenomenal, action-packed 
and contemplative, this book is indeed a very intriguing 
and interesting read about the mad and confusing nature 
of people. 



 
  

By Myra Waqar 
 

The thirteen British Colonies of America have started a revolution for independence from the British Crown. 
In Thomas B. Allen’s non-fiction book, George Washington, Spymaster, George Washington the Commander-
in-Chief of the Continental Army, tries to win the Revolutionary War with an army of farmers, even though 
he is up against in the world. The Continental Army has had few victories, lost a lot of men, and morale is 
weak. Over time, they become a better working army, and they make several divisions of a spy force. They 
use those to their advantage, since the British have a much smaller spy force. 
 
Allen captures the struggles of the spies and what they go through to get the British intelligence that 
Washington needs to bring victory to the Americans. This book is all about strategic thinking and being loyal 
to a cause. It was a great way to learn about how the spies gathered their information. Allen goes through 
many ways that the spies used to collect information that they needed to increase the Continental Army’s 
chances of winning the war. He talks about how they try sneak attacks on the British, with spies working in 
the British ranks, risking the revolution and their lives. Overall, I liked this book and I would recommend it 
to people who like to read books about the American Revolutionary War, or just non-fiction books on wars. 
 
 

Wolfpack Warehouse 
Now Open  

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
 

Look in February for our 
Valentine Specials! 

George Washington, Spymaster: How the Americans Outspied 
the British and Won the Revolutionary War by Thomas B. Allen 
 
Reviewed by Braden Paquin 
 

Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman  
 
Reviewed by Nora O’Grady 
 
Caden Bosch is on a ship, with a parrot and a pirate that want 
to kill each other. Caden Bosch is walking, and walking, and 
walking instead of going to track like he told his parents. 
Challenger Deep, by Neal Shusterman tells the story of a teen’s 
descent into mental illness, and the people he meets once he is 
checked into a mental hospital. Caden meets and is fascinated 
by a girl who intensely stares at a wall, and a boy who obsesses 
over his piles of maps and observes just how quickly somebody 
can bounce back into ‘normalcy’ or slip into a crippling 
depression. Caden loses track of the days and the season, and is 
sailing towards “the treasure,” and the deepest point on earth, 
wondering will he ever get out? 
 
Shusterman does a wonderful job of telling an untold, but the 
ever-present issue of our world today- depression- and making 
it known. Like Caden says, “Dead kids are put on pedestals, but 
mentally ill kids get hidden under the rug.” Shusterman creates 
a parallel between Caden’s reality and imagination, making the 
story all the more honest and eye-opening, demonstrating not 
just how hard it is to accept a family member’s illness, but also 
how being supportive and getting help for them shows just how 
much Caden’s family and friends care for him.  The author 
exhibits that even when the suffering is real and terrifying, it is 
possible to recover, even when it seems hopeless. Through 
Caden Shusterman conveys how when you are at rock bottom, 
it is always possible to push others up and help them through 
their challenge. I found Challenger Deep beautiful and well 
written: it has the makings of a classic. 



  
 Two Important Muslim Holidays You May Not Know A Lot About 

By Ayah Darwish and Anita Isufi  
 
About the Eid Holiday 
Eid is a holiday that Muslims celebrate. There are two Eids: one that you celebrate after Ramadan (A 
month of fasting during daylight hours), and one that is celebrated after pilgrimage (which is a pilgrim 
journey to Mecca, in Saudi Arabia).  On Eid, you give charity in the morning, and then you pray.  Then, 
you get gifts (from relatives, often in the form of money) and enjoy your day. Eid is a day where friends 
and family get together and have fun. Muslims celebrate Eid because it is mostly about charity and 
prayers. The two Eids are Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha. 
 
Here are some steps on what you exactly do on Eid Al-Fitr: 
1- Celebrate at the end of Ramadan 
2- Look your best 
3- Break your fast shortly after sunrise 
4- Attend an Eid prayer 
5- Celebrate with sweet food and family  
6- Give gifts to young people 
7- Give to the poor 
8- Celebrate the rest of the day 
 
People pray in the direction of Mecca which is in the east. Muslims pray five times a day. 
 
About Ramadan 
Ramadan is also a Muslim holiday in which we fast. Ramadan began with the Prophet Muhammad, the 
founder of Islam. During Ramadan, you cannot eat or drink from sunrise to sunset. Ramadan is a month 
of happiness and giving charity. Why do we fast? We fast because it helps us control our temptations 
and so we can feel like the poor. We believe that Allah (God) gave us food as a blessing, and we 
believe that we can give up anything for Allah. We repeat this for 30 days. When we break our fast, we 
eat dates. The elderly, sick, and mentally ill are excluded from fasting.  
 
What is allowed and what is not allowed during Ramadan? 
You are not allowed to curse, be involved with any activities with your partner, and men and women 
have to be covered. You cannot show skin, drive crazy, cheat, backbite, gossip, or spread rumors. 
 
You are allowed to have fun with family and friends. When you are allowed to do something, it is called 
halal. Halal means that it is okay to do in Islam. Haram is when something is forbidden in Islam. There 
are many things that are halal that you can do in Islam, you just have to do the fun things within the 
rules. 
 
 A lot of people are afraid of Muslims especially after 9/11. People should know that most Muslims in the 
world have really kind hearts and that they help our society. People always assume whenever there is a 
terrorist attack, the perpetrators are Muslims. Those people may call themselves Muslims, but they are 
extremists, and don’t practice the peaceful beliefs of true Muslims. 
 
 Humanitarian Crisis  
Continued from Page 1 
 
name to an authentic Han name.  Right now, they are shutting down Arabic schools. We need to help 
these innocent people that are being forced to go against their religion.   Someone needs to step up 
and help this humanitarian crisis before more innocent people are hurt.  No one should be persecuted 
for their religion. 
 
 


